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Fields of Athenry and Backroom Brewery to Cover Marketing, Production and Value 

Added Farm Products at Twilight Tour 

 

As a follow-up to the highly successful Forum for Rural Innovation held annually in March, a 

summer twilight tour is scheduled for September 9, 2014 from 5:00 – 8:30 pm. The twilight tour 

will be hosted by Elaine Boland at Fields of Athenry Farm, with special guest, Billie Clifton of 

Backroom Brewery.    

 

Fields of Athenry is located on Snickersville Turnpike south of Philomont, VA where they raise 

beef, pork, lamb, and poultry, and operate an on farm kitchen. The business features weekly 

home delivery of farm products, and a farm shop for direct sales and once a month farm to table 

patio service. In addition, preordered meals are available using farm raised products. Elaine 

Boland, owner of Fields of Athenry, will discuss her innovative approaches to marketing and 

production, along with a discussion on how a local farm tackles food handling requirements.  

 

Backroom Brewery is a boutique brewery located on Sunflower Cottage Herb Farm just outside 

of Front Royal, VA, specializing in beer made from farm grown hops and other herbs.  

Backroom Brewery owner Billie Clifton will discuss why she decided to expand Sunflower 

Cottage Herb Farm to include an on farm brewery.  Hear what it takes to open a brewery and 

what she did to overcome regulatory hurdles. Dinner will be prepared by Fields of Athenry and 

will showcase entrees prepared using local farm products. Tasting samples from Backroom 

Brewery will also be available. 

 



 
If you would like to attend this event please contact Cassie Walls at the Loudoun County 

Department of Economic Development at cassie.walls@loudoun.gov or 703-737-8458. Cost of 

registration is $35.00 and the deadline to register is September 2, 2014.  

 

Save the date!  The 11
th

 Annual Forum for Rural Innovation is set for March 13, 2014 in 

Winchester, VA.    

 

The Forum for Rural Innovation Twilight Tour is a cooperative educational effort by the offices 

of Cooperative Extension and Agricultural Economic Development in Loudoun, Fauquier, and 

Clarke counties of Virginia; Jefferson and Berkeley counties, West Virginia;  The Town of 

Berryville,  and The Small Business Development Center of the Eastern Panhandle.  
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